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Michigan Head Coach Juwan Howard 
Opening Statement 
First I want to give respect to all the teams we competed against in the tournament, also I’d like to give much respect to 
Gonzaga on competing. They have a very class, professional and competitive group…well coached by a coach I’ve 
followed from afar and respected his coaching staff and I’ve always cheered from afar for his teams because they have 
always played the right way. And all you can do is respect that, especially a guy like myself who is a student of the game.  
But most importantly I am proud of these guys to my left and to my right and also their teammates for competing hard 
throughout the tournament. I’ve asked them to sacrifice and for all personal goals that they had today and all the other 
days that we’ve been here looking at the beach, the pool and the casino and this beautiful resort but we were here to 
win and this is a business trip for us. Yes I get it…some of us don’t have the  opportunity to come back here again and 
you want to take full advantage of it, I respect that, but they believed in it, they trusted it and it worked.  At the end of 
the day I am just so proud of this group and how they competed throughout the weekend.  
I know you came into this tournament expecting to win but is there any level of how well you played and how you 
executed? 
What surprised me the most is our group never complained about anything. I thought they were going to complain 
about the business trip part of it but surprisingly the guys never said anything about it. They said hey coach, we have a 
job to do.  
 
Is there anything that winning 3 games like this and two against top 10 teams….does that earn more trust in that regard 
or was that not a question with these guys? 
Well, I haven’t seen any other reasons to say that this group does not trust the staff nor does the staff not trust our 
players. We are family and that is one thing that we always stress. We don’t just talk about it, we believe it and we feel 
that and they see how we are all connected and all see how well we work together as a staff. There’s no egos. We push 
one another on the staff so if they players see that in the leadership, why not fall in line? The season just begun. We 
have to continue to keep competing game after game and keep learning and keep getting better.  
 
On win 
It is gratifying to hold up that trophy and say…all that sacrifice that we went through and the hard work that we put in, it 
was well worth it.  I’m sure we are on the map now. I’m not saying we weren’t before, but a lot of teams are looking and 
seeing that Michigan’s team is out there now when you are beating teams like Creighton and Iowa state and NC and 
Gonzaga, you are no longer under the radar so we have to enjoy this win tonight, tomorrow and when we get back to 
Ann Arbor we have more work to do.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Michigan Junior Forward Isaiah Livers 
As an offense, what is the feeling like when you guys get that momentum going and have it sustained like that for a big 
run? 
Come out of half easy. Most coaches as you may know just want to adjust and control the game as much as possible but 
we are lucky enough to have a coaching staff where they let us kind of dictate our own second half and then we rely on 
his words. He’s kind of a player’s coach where he understands the game. You can’t play the game if you are in control 
the whole time and he allowed us to go out there, get on the run and the little stuff that we worked on since the first 
week of July like open shots and runs and get the ball. 
 
Michigan Senior Center Jon Teske 
Both of you guys have been on accomplished teams. What about this team? Are there shared qualities or characteristics 
from the previous teams you have been on? 
I see a lot of similarities. We just trust each other and we are brothers out there on the court and off the court as well. It 
just goes back to the summer. Right now, whether it’s basketball or not we hang with each other, we love each other 
and you see that on the court when we are sharing the ball. We know where we are going to be on the court at all times 
and so we just trust each other.  
 
About increased responsibilities for this team   
As a senior I have to be a leader now. I came in as a sophomore and I did my role. And everyone knows my role at 
certain points. It’s to help the team win and we are having fun doing it. 
 
They took (Armando) Bacot out the game yesterday and today you made yourself highly competitive so obviously it’s 
something that played to your advantage. 
Yes, obviously but I give coach a lot of credit. Since his first day he has been teaching me and showing me tips and he has 
a lot of knowledge of the game.  
 
How hard is it for teams to play particularly when Simpson gets things going? 
When X is going down the hill it’s a problem because he’s a threat to score, a threat to pass, like some of the passes he 
make I don’t even see it and sometimes it kind of trips me out. It did it to me today but he’s a great point guard.  
 
You guys were not ranked before this tournament until you got here. What does this say about you guys to go ahead and 
win it? 
We keep grinding. We really don’t pay attention to all that media stuff. We want to play Michigan basketball and that’s 
all we want to be focused on. We don’t want to be focused on any rankings or any of that outside mess that people 
want to talk about but we just love each other and we play for each other.  
 
How aware are you of your coach’s background and reputation and the Fab 5? 
I definitely knew about the Fab 5. I had to do a little more research before we got here but other than that I’ve known 
Juwon Howard as a player and it’s kind of funny because I used to play with him on 2K and the rockets so that was fun. I 
already knew what kind of guy he was when he took the job and as a teenager being on social media you just see all 
these important NBA athletes just talking about this guy and talking him up . That just shows what kind of guy Juwon 
Howard is and I am lucky that he is our coach.  
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Gonzaga Head Coach Mark Few 
I thought most of their guys had a big impact.  He as big, he scored on us in the post, he picked an pocked in which I 
thought they had done a little bit but not a lot of.  He hits his shots and Simpson does such a great job at just finding him 
in the spots where he can be successful.  He was very good tonight and he did a great job of protecting the rim.  We 
wouldn’t score over the top of him and that was a big part of the game. 
 
What about Juwan’s program right now? 
I told him after the game, I think he’s great to have in our game.  I think that it’s great that he’s with us and I think it’s a 
really important time and it good to have a good young coach like him come and he’s doing a great job.  They run some 
great stuff, they’re very physical and we had some problems with their physicality on both ends.  They screened us hard 
and posted on both ends and posted us hard on the offensive end and… their physicality on the defensive end.  You 
know we missed a lot of shots around the rim than we’ve been delivered on so far this year. 
 
On Tillie progress 
I’ve been telling you guys all along he’s a great player.  I didn’t think he was great in the first half, but in the second half 
he kind a tested his competitive spirit and started delivering.  We started moving the ball better in the second half and 
jump back into it but then we gave up back to back 3s.  Every time we made a mental break down they scored.  They 
literally made us pay on every one of our assignments…That maybe we screwed up a switch or screwed up a coverage so 
they made us pay and they deserve a lot of credit for that.  It going to give us a hopefully a pretty strong teaching 
moment. 
 
North Carolina shot after shot – what is the toughest part to stop about that when they get that moment going? 
The ultimate maestro who is a wizard on the ball screen, and who is patient and he makes usually the right decision 
every time. You’re in a dilemma when he comes off.  We were trying to focus him downhill a little bit and make him 
shoot and not let (Jon) Teske get any dump down or rim runs and most time you can tag with your other players but 
most times if you tag with help on the big then he finds those shooters so its spread around pretty good. But again we 
did not help ourselves because we missed some switches and we ran in on Simpson when we weren’t supposed to run in 
on him and they just sprayed it and they made it.  They made us pay. 
 
Gonzaga Senior Forward Killian Tillie 
It’s going to be crucial the next couple day to rest our bodies and just focus on that and be ready for the next game.  It 
was a tough three days for the team, but the next three days will be good for our bodies. 


